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0 Data storage device having a phase change memory medium reversible by direct overwrite and 
method of direct overwrite. 



.0 A method and apparatus for direct, single beam, 
overwrite of new data over existing date in a phase 
chaunge optical data storage device; wherein memory 
cell material is heated and cooted at different rates 
so that it crystallizes or vitrifies depending upon the 
temperature to which adjacent heat sink material has 
C^been heated at the same time. 
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